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Charter schools grade highest

BRVWRQ GOREH - BRVWRQ, MDVV.
AXWKRU: JDPHV VD]QLV
DDWH: JDQ 6, 2009
SWDUW PDJH: A.1
SHFWLRQ: MHWUR
TH[W WRUG CRXQW: 1092

Document Te[t

A QHZ VWXG\ LQGLFDWHV WKDW BRVWRQ FKDUWHU VFKRROV VLJQLILFDQWO\ RXWSHUIRUP WKH FLW\'V WUDGLWLRQDO VFKRROV, EXW UDLVHV
QHZ TXHVWLRQV DERXW WKH FLW\'V H[SHULPHQWDO SLORW VFKRROV, ZKLFK LQ PDQ\ FDVHV SRVWHG "DPELJXRXV" RU
"GLVFRQFHUWLQJ" UHVXOWV.

TKH VWXG\, EHLQJ UHOHDVHG WRGD\ DW D BRVWRQ FRXQGDWLRQ IRUXP, H[DPLQHG VWDWH VWDQGDUGL]HG WHVW VFRUHV IRU VWXGHQWV
RI VLPLODU EDFNJURXQGV DW WKH WKUHH NLQGV RI VFKRROV RYHU D IRXU-\HDU SHULRG. IQ WKH PRVW VWDUN H[DPSOH, FKDUWHUV -
LQGHSHQGHQW SXEOLF VFKRROV GHGLFDWHG WR LQQRYDWLYH WHDFKLQJ - H[FHOOHG VLJQLILFDQWO\ LQ PLGGOH VFKRRO PDWK. HRZHYHU,
SLORWV, ZKLFK KDYH VLPLODU JRDOV EXW DUH UXQ E\ WKH SFKRRO DHSDUWPHQW, SHUIRUPHG DW VOLJKWO\ ORZHU UDWHV WKDQ
WUDGLWLRQDO VFKRROV, DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH VWXG\.

TKH ILQGLQJV FRXOG SUHVHQW D VHWEDFN IRU GRYHUQRU DHYDO PDWULFN'V HGXFDWLRQ RYHUKDXO, ZKLFK VHHNV WR HPXODWH SLORW
VFKRROV DURXQG WKH VWDWH ZKLOH UHVLVWLQJ FDOOV IRU PRUH FKDUWHU VFKRROV.

TKH GLYHUJHQW SHUIRUPDQFH DPRQJ FKDUWHU DQG SLORW VFKRRO VWXGHQWV VXUSULVHG VWDWH DQG ORFDO HGXFDWLRQ OHDGHUV
EHFDXVH WKH VFKRROV VKDUH D VLPLODU KLVWRU\ DQG SKLORVRSK\.

CKDUWHU VFKRROV ZHUH FUHDWHG DV SDUW RI WKH 1993 EGXFDWLRQ RHIRUP AFW, DV D ZD\ WR GHYHORS QHZ WHDFKLQJ VWUDWHJLHV
WKDW FRXOG HYHQWXDOO\ EH WUDQVIHUUHG WR SXEOLF VFKRROV. TKH DSSUR[LPDWHO\ 60 VFKRROV RSHUDWH XQGHU ORRVHU VWDWH
UHJXODWLRQV WKDQ WUDGLWLRQDO VFKRROV, KDYH PRVWO\ QRQXQLRQ WHDFKHUV, DQG DUH UXQ E\ LQGHSHQGHQW ERDUGV WKDW UHSRUW
GLUHFWO\ WR WKH VWDWH. TKH\ KDYH EHHQ SDUWLFXODUO\ SRSXODU LQ XUEDQ VFKRRO GLVWULFWV DPRQJ SDUHQWV DQG VWXGHQWV
IUXVWUDWHG ZLWK WUDGLWLRQDO VFKRROV.

BRVWRQ FUHDWHG WKH SLORW VFKRRO FRQFHSW D \HDU ODWHU, ZLWK WKH LGHD RI HPEUDFLQJ WKH LQQRYDWLYH WHDFKLQJ PHWKRGV
ZKLOH DYRLGLQJ VRPH RI WKH FRQWURYHUVLHV. UQOLNH FKDUWHUV, WKH SLORW VFKRROV DUH VWLOO UXQ E\ WKH SFKRRO DHSDUWPHQW,
ZKLFK PHDQV WKDW WKH GLVWULFW VWLOO UHFHLYHV VWDWH IXQGLQJ IRU HDFK VWXGHQW ZKR DWWHQGV WKHP. MDQ\ VFKRRO GLVWULFWV
DFURVV WKH VWDWH KDYH FRPSODLQHG WKDW FKDUWHUV GUDLQ PXFK-QHHGHG UHVRXUFHV IURP WUDGLWLRQDO VFKRROV EHFDXVH WKH
VWDWH IXQGLQJ IROORZV WKH VWXGHQWV WR WKH QHZ VFKRRO.

TKH BRVWRQ'V 18 SLORW VFKRROV DOVR KDYH WHDFKHUV' XQLRQV, DOWKRXJK WKH SURYLVLRQV DUH VFDOHG EDFN WR DOORZ IRU
H[SHULPHQWDWLRQ ZLWK ORQJHU VFKRRO GD\V DQG RWKHU FKDQJHV WKDW XQLRQV KDYH WUDGLWLRQDOO\ UHVLVWHG.

TKH BRVWRQ FRXQGDWLRQ - ZKLFK KDV EHHQ D FKDPSLRQ RI SLORW VFKRROV DQG SURYLGHG PRQH\ WR KHOS VRPH JHW VWDUWHG -
EHOLHYHV WKH VFKRROV DUH VWLOO D ZRUWKZKLOH LQYHVWPHQW.

"I ZRXOG'YH ORYHG LW LI SLORWV PDWFKHG WKH UHVXOWV FKDUWHUV DUH SURGXFLQJ, EXW I VWLOO EHOLHYH YHU\ VWURQJO\ SLORWV DUH
VXSHULRU WR WUDGLWLRQDO VFKRROV," VDLG PDXO GURJDQ, WKH IRXQGDWLRQ'V SUHVLGHQW. HH QRWHG WKDW DQRWKHU VWXG\ D \HDU DJR
IRXQG WKDW SLORW VFKRROV KDG KLJKHU JUDGXDWLRQ DQG FROOHJH DWWHQGDQFH UDWHV WKDQ WUDGLWLRQDO VFKRROV, DPRQJ RWKHU
SRVLWLYH LQGLFDWRUV.

RHVHDUFKHUV DW HDUYDUG UQLYHUVLW\ DQG MIT, ZKR FRQGXFWHG WKH VWXG\, VDLG WKH\ GR QRW NQRZ ZK\ D SHUIRUPDQFH JDS
HPHUJHG, QRWLQJ WKDW WKH VWXG\ ZDV GHVLJQHG WR PHUHO\ XQFRYHU ZKHWKHU FKDUWHU DQG SLORW VFKRROV LQFUHDVHG VWXGHQW
DFKLHYHPHQW. TKH\ KDYH UHFRPPHQGHG WKDW WKH VWDWH DSSRLQW D WDVN IRUFH WR LGHQWLI\ DQG DQDO\]H ZKDW'V ZRUNLQJ EHVW
DW FKDUWHU VFKRROV DQG KRZ WR WUDQVIHU WKRVH VWUDWHJLHV WR WUDGLWLRQDO VFKRROV.

PDXO RHYLOOH, WKH VWDWH'V HGXFDWLRQ VHFUHWDU\, \HVWHUGD\ FDOOHG WKH UHVXOWV IRU SLORW VFKRROV "GLVDSSRLQWLQJ," EXW
UHDIILUPHG WKH JRYHUQRU'V FRPPLWPHQW WR GHYHORSLQJ WKH VR-FDOOHG UHDGLQHVV VFKRROV, ZKLFK ZRXOG LQ SDUW GUDZ RQ
WKH SLORW VFKRRO PRGHO.

"WH KDYH WR H[DPLQH WKH UHVXOWV FORVHO\ DQG XOWLPDWHO\ EH SDUW RI DQ HIIRUW WR WDNH WKH VWXG\ WR WKH QH[W OHYHO," RHYLOOH
VDLG.
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TKH VWXG\ VWDQGV DSDUW IURP YROXPHV RI RWKHU UHVHDUFK SURGXFHG RYHU WKH PRUH WKDQ GHFDGHORQJ GHEDWH RYHU FKDUWHU
VFKRROV E\ LQFOXGLQJ D VHFWLRQ WKDW FRPSDUHG WKH SHUIRUPDQFH RI VWXGHQWV DW WKH FKDUWHU DQG SLORW VFKRROV WR
VWXGHQWV ZKR HQWHUHG WKH ORWWHU\ WR DWWHQG WKRVH VFKRROV EXW GLG QRW JHW LQ.

TKLV ZDV DQ DWWHPSW WR GLVSHO WKH SHUFHSWLRQ WKDW FKDUWHU VFKRROV SHUIRUP ZHOO LQ FRPSDUDWLYH VWXGLHV EHFDXVH WKH\
JHQHUDOO\ DWWUDFW PRUH DFDGHPLFDOO\-PRWLYDWHG VWXGHQWV DQG SDUHQWV - QRW QHFHVVDULO\ EHFDXVH WKH\ KDYH EHWWHU
WHDFKLQJ PHWKRGV.

OQO\ FKDUWHU DQG SLORW VFKRROV WKDW KDG PRUH VWXGHQWV DSSO\ WKDQ DYDLODEOH VHDWV - DQG WKHUHIRUH KDG WR FRQGXFW D
ORWWHU\ - ZHUH LQFOXGHG LQ WKDW SDUW RI WKH VWXG\.

CKDUWHU VWXGHQWV LQ PLGGOH DQG KLJK VFKRROV VKRZHG FRQVLVWHQW JDLQV RQ WKH PDWK DQG EQJOLVK H[DPV. TKH UHVXOWV
RI SLORW VFKRROV ZHUH OHVV FOHDU. MLGGOH VFKRRO SLORWV SHUIRUPHG VOLJKWO\ EHORZ VWXGHQWV LQ UHJXODU PLGGOH VFKRROV LQ
PDWK DQG DERXW WKH VDPH LQ EQJOLVK. HLJK VFKRRO SLORW SHUIRUPDQFH ZDV D OLWWOH EHWWHU, EXW UHVHDUFKHUV VWLOO GHHPHG
WKRVH UHVXOWV DPELJXRXV.

"TKH WKLQJ WKDW ZDV PRVW VXUSULVLQJ JLYHQ RWKHU VWXGLHV WKDW KDYH EHHQ GRQH ZDV WKH ODUJH PDJQLWXGH RI WKH FKDUWHU
HIIHFW LQ PLGGOH VFKRRO PDWK," VDLG TKRPDV KDQH, D HDUYDUG HGXFDWLRQ DQG HFRQRPLFV SURIHVVRU ZKR OHDG WKH
UHVHDUFK DORQJ ZLWK JRVKXD AQJULVW, DQ MIT HFRQRPLFV SURIHVVRU.

WKLOH RHYLOOH VDLG WKH VWXG\ RIIHUHG VRPH LQVLJKW LQWR WKH UROH RI VWXGHQW PRWLYDWLRQ, KH VDLG WKH VWXG\ GLG QRW
DGGUHVV WKH HIIHFW RI KDYLQJ VXFK VWXGHQWV JURXSHG WRJHWKHU LQ D SLORW RU FKDUWHU VFKRRO. TKH VWXGHQWV ZKR GLG QRW
JDLQ HQWU\, E\ FRQWUDVW, ZHUH GLVSHUVHG WR VFKRROV WKURXJKRXW BRVWRQ ZKHUH VWXGHQWV PD\ QRW KDYH VLPLODU
DVSLUDWLRQV.

AOVR, RWKHU HGXFDWLRQ REVHUYHUV TXHVWLRQHG ZKHWKHU IRFXVLQJ RQ VFKRROV WKDW KHOG ORWWHULHV VODQWHG ILQGLQJV WRZDUG
WKH PRUH DFDGHPLFDOO\ VXFFHVVIXO FKDUWHU DQG SLORW VFKRROV WKDW IDPLOLHV ZRXOG EH FODPRULQJ IRU, ZKLOH WKH IDOWHULQJ
RQHV ZRXOG QRW OLNHO\ KDYH KDG WR FRQGXFW D ORWWHU\.

TKH ODFNOXVWHU SHUIRUPDQFH RI BRVWRQ PLGGOH VFKRRO SLORWV KLJKOLJKWV ZKDW FDQ KDSSHQ ZKHQ WKH SLORW VFKRROV DUH
LPSRVHG E\ GLVWULFW HGLFW, UDWKHU WKDQ JURZLQJ RXW RI JUDVV-URRWV SURSRVDOV IURP WKH WHDFKHUV DQG DGPLQLVWUDWRUV,
VDLG DDQ FUHQFK, H[HFXWLYH GLUHFWRU IRU WKH CHQWHU IRU CROODERUDWLYH EGXFDWLRQ, ZKLFK ZRUNV ZLWK BRVWRQ RQ WKH SLORWV.
HH QRWHG WKDW WKH VFKRRO V\VWHP'V SUHYLRXV DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ FUHDWHG WZR ODUJH PLGGOH VFKRRO SLORWV - OUFKDUG GDUGHQV
DQG LLOOD FUHGHULFN - ZKHQ WZR QHZ VFKRRO EXLOGLQJV FDPH RQ OLQH. AQG WKHVH VFKRROV KDYH VWUXJJOHG.

"IW'V D SURPLVLQJ PRGHO EXW DV ZH KDYH JURZQ WR VFDOH, WKHUH DUH SLORWV WKDW DUH RI VRPH FRQFHUQ," FUHQFK VDLG. "YRX
QHHG WR SD\ DWWHQWLRQ WR DFFRXQWDELOLW\."

CDURO R. JRKQVRQ, VXSHULQWHQGHQW RI BRVWRQ VFKRROV, LQWHQGV WR FRQWLQXH FUHDWLQJ PRUH SLORW VFKRROV, ZKLFK VKH
VDLG KDYH EHHQ SRSXODU DPRQJ SDUHQWV. SKH LV DOVR LQWHUHVWHG LQ WKH QH[W VWHS RI WKH VWXG\, ZKLFK ZLOO H[DPLQH EHVW
SUDFWLFHV IURP DOO WKH VFKRROV WKDW FDQ EH VKDUHG DFURVV WKH GLVWULFW.

BXW WKH VWXG\ ZLOO FHUWDLQO\ DGG DPPXQLWLRQ WR D PRYHPHQW, VXSSRUWHG E\ WKH FRXQGDWLRQ DQG RWKHUV, WR LQFUHDVH WKH
QXPEHU RI FKDUWHU VFKRROV EH\RQG WKH VWDWH-LPSRVHG FDS.

JDPHV VD]QLV FDQ EH UHDFKHG DW MYD]QLV@JOREH.FRP.

CUHGLW: JDPHV VD]QLV GOREH SWDII. MICHELE MCDONALD/GLOBE STAFF

[Illustration]
CDSWLRQ: AOL\DK MDUVK DQG DHUHN WHOFRPH SUHSDUHG IRU WKHLU HLJKWK-JUDGH UHDGLQJ FODVV DW WKH RR[EXU\ PUHSDUDWRU\
CKDUWHU SFKRRO.

RHSURGXFHG ZLWK SHUPLVVLRQ RI WKH FRS\ULJKW RZQHU. FXUWKHU UHSURGXFWLRQ RU GLVWULEXWLRQ LV SURKLELWHG ZLWKRXW SHUPLVVLRQ.

Abstract (DRFXPHQW SXPPDU\)

RHVHDUFKHUV DW HDUYDUG UQLYHUVLW\ DQG MIT, ZKR FRQGXFWHG WKH VWXG\, VDLG WKH\ GR QRW NQRZ ZK\ D SHUIRUPDQFH JDS
HPHUJHG, QRWLQJ WKDW WKH VWXG\ ZDV GHVLJQHG WR PHUHO\ XQFRYHU ZKHWKHU FKDUWHU DQG SLORW VFKRROV LQFUHDVHG VWXGHQW
DFKLHYHPHQW.

RHSURGXFHG ZLWK SHUPLVVLRQ RI WKH FRS\ULJKW RZQHU. FXUWKHU UHSURGXFWLRQ RU GLVWULEXWLRQ LV SURKLELWHG ZLWKRXW SHUPLVVLRQ.


